Clacton Rugby Club
Colchester Cavaliers

19 points;
Clacton Kestrels

26 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 17th September 2011 

There was disappointment for Clacton Rugby Club’s First XV when their scheduled pre-season friendly with Mersea Island was called off as the visitors were unable to field a full side.  However, this meant that the spotlight fell on the Kestrels, who travelled to Colchester for their first Suffolk Merit League fixture of the season.

The Cavaliers are Colchester’s Fourth team and, with both their First and Second teams also at home, and their Thirds without a fixture, there was plenty of activity and personnel at the Mill Road ground.  

The Kestrel’s squad of 20 included a blend of youth and experience, with the older heads of Richard Blanes, Simon Griggs, Alan Lee  and Adrian Nation complementing the youth of Mikie Hazel, Bailey Howe, Alan Jones, Luke Keeble, Michael Pedder, Danny Pratchett, and Tom Smith, plus the Redpath brothers, Ollie and Aaron.  Stuart Cook and Josh Griggs made up the starting 15, and during the game Kyle Sutton, Nick Evans, Chris Mallion, Josh Palmer and Pete Doolin were all introduced to ensure everyone had run-out.
The home side opened the scoring on just 8 minutes with a converted try, but Richard Blanes was on hand to blast through just four minutes later.  Colchester scored their second try on 17 minutes, but Mikie Hazel completed an outstanding solo effort from inside his own half just three minutes before the break, and Aaron Redpath’s conversion from under the posts ensured the teams turned round level at 12-12.

The Kestrels took the lead just three minutes into the second half with an Aaron Redpath try and conversion, and the same player rounded off an excellent performance when he repeated the act on the hour mark.
Colchester stuck to their guns, and pulled a converted try back with still ten minutes to go, but the young Kestrels continued to hold them out for an excellent 26-19 win.

Although there were several contenders for the Clacton man-of-the-match award, the final accolade went to Michael Pedder.

Next Saturday [24th September 2011] should see the First XV in action when they travel to the Coopers Coburn School in Upminster to take on Old Cooperians.  The Kestrels should be providing the entertainment at Vista Road when Woodbridge III’s are the visitors.  Both games kick-off at 3.00 pm.

